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Preserving 4 significant historical relics’ 
at former RAF base in the Blackdowns 



THE former control tower at RAF Culmhead 


O NE of the Blackdown Hills’ most significant his¬ 
torical relics is to be studied as part of a new her¬ 
itage scheme that will help to maintain it for years 
to come. 

Experts behind the project say RAF Culmhead, at 
Trickey Warren near Churchstanton, will be better man¬ 
aged and recorded thanks to the programme. 

Hazel Riley, a local archaeological consultant has been 
appointed to carry out the first part of the scheme at the 
former RAF station. 

The Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty team is working closely with the Blackdown Hills 
Trust and government body Historic England to move 
forward with the initiative, which has been agreed with 
the landowners and energy efficiency company Anesco 


by Jack Dixon 


Ltd as a condition of its recent planning permission. 

The heritage scheme will involve extensive studies of 
the site and the production of an educational package to 
help more people understand the airfield’s important 
wartime history. 

A spokesman for the Blackdown Hills AONB: “The aim 
of the Heritage Environment Programme is to ensure that 
we have a good understanding of this important site by 
collating existing surveys, historic documents and 
records. 
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Transport and boundary issues 
discussed at parish network meeting 


FOLLOWING their AGM on June 22nd held at 
Woodhayes Farm Meeting Room, the Blackdown 
Hills Parish Network (BHPN) steering group will be 
taking action on several items that came forward. 

The meeting focussed on the rural road network and 
transport issues for residents of the Blackdown Hills 
AONB. Three speakers were welcomed at the meet¬ 
ing. David Whitton, of Devon County Council (Head 
of Highways, Capital Development & Waste Manage¬ 
ment) described measures to improve efficiency in re¬ 
sponding to essential maintenance problems on rural 
roads. Having explained the further limitations to rou¬ 
tine road maintenance budgets, he outlined ways in 
which local communities will be encouraged and sup¬ 
ported to undertake some of the minor maintenance 
works themselves. It is anticipated that clusters of 
parishes will work together to appoint local contrac¬ 
tors or volunteers to complete some tasks and to report 
more complex repair and maintenance needs to Devon 
Highways. Three Mid Devon parishes, Clayhidon, 
Culmstock and Hemyock, in the Upper Culm Valley, 
are preparing to discuss this in the near future. 

Karen Rose, Devon’s Community Transport Adviser 
spoke about the variety of co-operative community 
transport schemes available in Devon, possible grant 
opportunities and ways in which her group can be 
used as a point of contact for co-operative schemes. 
She warned that current subsidies to rural transport are 
under threat. From Somerset, Jane Newell, the 

Senior Commissioning Manager of Transporting 


Somerset, offered a similar analysis, talking of volun¬ 
teer group activities, pointing out how little uptake 
there is of rural public transport services, many of 
which are subsidised. 

Somerset will not fund Community Travel directly, 
but will offer training support, including a Tool Kit to 
help set up Car Sharing schemes which are seen as a 
positive step forward. 

Attendees at the meeting, representing eleven 
AONB parishes from Mid and East Devon Districts 
and Taunton Deane Borough were concerned that 
rural bus routes will be cut even further, leaving resi¬ 
dents of all age groups reliant on private transport or 
a currently meagre community transport provision. 
This issue will be taken forward on behalf of parishes 
with both County community transport groups by 
BHPN Steering group member Ken Pearson with a 
view to developing wider access to car sharing and 
public transport schemes for residents in the Black- 
down Hills. Anyone wishing to become involved in 
this initiative should email 

blackdownsonline@gmail.com or call the BHPN Co¬ 
ordinator on 01884 849172. 

The meeting was alerted to proposed boundary 
changes for Devon County Council representation, 
noting that the majority of the Devon portion of the 
Blackdown Hills AONB is proposed for inclusion in 
a large division named Whimple & Newbridges. This 
would be an exclusively rural area, containing no town 
of any size surrounded by smaller yet more densely 


populated divisions, each containing a significant 
town. This was seen to be an unsuitable name, ignor¬ 
ing as it does its special AONB status, as well as ap¬ 
parently relegating the area to an exclusively rural 
status; it was suggested that individuals and parishes 
respond to the Boundary Commission consultation, 
which closed on July 6th. 

The BHPN steering group is to invite all three MPs 
whose constituencies cover the Blackdown Hills 
AONB to discuss these and other issues facing the 
parishes, with a view to establishing a regular two way 
dialogue with the Parliamentary representatives high¬ 
lighting county and local authority boundary issues. 
These are increasingly apparent in planning, housing, 
highways and overall connectivity (whether by bus, 
or broadband). The BHPN is keen to emphasise the 
lack of empowerment that is felt in rural areas in the 
face of increasing support for urban development, to 
the detriment of the special status of the AONB. 

Details of the activities of the BHPN can be fol¬ 
lowed on the Parish Network pages of the website, 
www.blackdownsonline.org.uk including the AGM 
minutes and guest speaker presentations. The Local 
Life pages have information about events in and 
around the Hills as well as advertising opportunities 
for local businesses and pages where parishes may ad¬ 
vertise their available community facilities. Follow 
the BHPN at www.facebook.com/BlackdownsOnline. 


MP describes rural superfast 
broadband rollout as a ‘fiasco’ 



■ ALAN Redwood, Richard Kallaway, Michael Osmond and Robert Pike 
with their commemorative gifts 


Decades of service to Clayhidon 


A ‘HIGH RISK’ £35million deal with 
BT to connect 95 per cent of Somerset 
to superfast broadband has been re¬ 
jected as “not up to scratch” and “not 
value for money”. 

Somerset county councillor David 
Hall said: “This is a huge disappoint¬ 
ment for us. BT has let the county coun¬ 
cils down; they have also let down the 
Connecting Devon and Somerset Part¬ 
nership, and worst of all they have let 
down residents, communities and busi¬ 
nesses in Somerset and Devon.” 

BT said: “We believe we have made 
the best possible offer to make superfast 
broadband coverage beyond the current 
target of around 90 per cent by the end 
of next year, taking into account the 
challenging and remote nature of some 
locations in the two counties.” 

Rebecca Pow, MP for Taunton Deane, 
said that Ed Vaizey, minister for culture, 
communications and creative indus¬ 
tries, has promised to “provide im¬ 
proved information on actual superfast 
broadband rollout and where and when 
it happens”. 

She added: “I’m also tackling the sec¬ 
retary of state for business, innovation 
and skills in the chamber on our super¬ 


fast broadband fiasco.” 

• FOLLOWING the collapse of ne¬ 
gotiations between Connecting Devon 
& Somerset (CDS) and BT at the end 
of June, Devon & Somerset are the 
only UK counties without a Phase 2, 
95% superfast (>24Mbps) pro¬ 
gramme, which means that “out of 
programme” parishes like Upottery 
may have to wait until 2020 for im¬ 
proved broadband speeds. 

A broadband public meeting, sup¬ 
ported by Upottery Parish Council, 
has been arranged for Wednesday, 
August 5th at 7.30pm at the Sid- 
mouth Arms in Upottery. 

The speakers will be Neil Parish, 
MP for Tiverton and Honiton; Paul 
Diviani, Devon County Councillor; 
and Michael Armitage, MD of Broad¬ 
way Partners. 

The meeting will explore options for 
speeding this up and reducing the im¬ 
pact that this delay will have on our 
rural economy. 

Everyone is invited to make their 
views known. For more information 
see: www.upottery.com 


PAST and present councillors of 
Clayhidon gathered to honour the 
service and commitment of two of 
their members and an incredible 42 
years’ service from the parish clerk, 
Michael Osmond. 

Alan Redwood and Robert Pike 
both recently retired after 24 years’ 
service to the parish and Mr Osmond 
also retired after overseeing the May 
local elections. 

A presentation evening was held in 
the church rooms with refreshments 
provided by the Clayhidon Friends. 

Current chairman of Clayhidon 
Parish Council, Richard Kallaway, 
said Mr Osmond had given “an in¬ 
credible” length of service. He had 
served with six chairmen, starting 
with Alan Blackmore, then his son 
Tom, Maurice Bendle, Graham Lang¬ 
ford, Michael Hudson and himself. 

Mr Kallaway said Mr Osmond had 
a tremendous wealth of knowledge 
and thanked him for his support and 
guidance over the years. He said he 
had no doubt this expertise and steady 
hand would be called on in future. 

Mr Osmond said when he was per¬ 
suaded to become the parish clerk he 
was told he needed only to write the 
minutes and write perhaps half a 


dozen letters a year. Over the years 
the work had evolved and greatly in¬ 
creased, and he recalled a “testing 
time” dealing with some travellers, 
and the increased work for royal wed¬ 
dings and jubilees, including organis¬ 
ing mugs for all the children in the 
parish. 

As well as taking care of the parish 
council accounts, Mr Osmond was 
also treasurer of the village hall com¬ 
mittee for 25 years, 24 years for the 
parochial church council and secre¬ 
tary to the Cullompton Deanery. 

His main love is organ music and 
particularly pipe music and Mr Os¬ 
mond regularly plays at local 
churches. So Mr Osmond chose two 
books by a French organist among his 
gifts from the parish council, with a 
handwritten inscription by Miss Mar¬ 
garet Blackmore. 

Mr Redwood and Mr Pike were both 
presented with commemorative plates 
made by Clayhidon potter Nicola 
Werner. Mr Kallaway thanked Mr 
Redwood and Mr Pike for their 24 
years of fantastic service each, and the 
huge amount of time they had given 
to the community. Mr Pike continues 
to represent Clayhidon on Smeatharpe 
Village Hall committee. 
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Preserving 
heritage of 
the hills 



■ A PILLBOX at RAF Culmhead - maintaining 
the structures can be costly 


FROM page 1 

“There will also be a condition survey of the surviving 
structures to inform suggestions for their future manage¬ 
ment.” 

The three-runway RAF Culmhead officially opened in 
August 1941 and was initially occupied by squadrons 
from the Polish Air Force during the war. 

After D-Day, the airfield was used for a special training 
programme using some of the first jet-engined aircraft in 
RAF service. 

In the post-war years, the airfield was used as a com¬ 
munications facility before it was closed in 1999 and re¬ 
placed with an industrial estate. 

The airfield contains three areas that are scheduled 
monuments, which include 15 structures designated as 
nationally important. 

Many more of the surviving heritage assets are believed 
to be of regional significance. 

The Blackdown Hills AONB says maintaining the 
structures can be costly but it is hoped the new pro¬ 
gramme will provide important information to help im¬ 
prove their management. 

A public event will be held in spring next year to present 
the findings from the research. 


Adopt a path scheme 


Brewery celebrates 25 successful 
years with a party and charity ball 


OTTER Brewery laid on a party as well as a glitzy 
charity ball to celebrate the company's 25th birthday. 

To help mark the silver anniversary a party was or¬ 
ganised at the brewery for landlords, suppliers and as¬ 
sociates - followed two days later by a black tie charity 
ball attended by 340 guests. 

This raised more than £7,500 for three local chari¬ 
ties; The Devon Air Ambulance Trust, Hospiscare and 
The Exeter Foundation. 

Established in Luppitt in 1990 by David and Mary 
Ann McCaig, Otter Brewery has gradually developed 
over 25 years and produced many popular beers. 

Sales and marketing director Patrick McCaig com¬ 
mented: “Where to start? Well certainly with a mas¬ 
sive thank you to all our landlords. 

"They are an amazing bunch of passionate and like- 
minded individuals who support what we do and make 
the pull of the West Country so strong. 

"I don’t think mum and dad had any idea what they 
were getting themselves into when they started brew¬ 
ing just a few barrels in the middle bam back in 1990.” 

Still family run, the company employs 35 people 
who produce a core range of six cask ales and Devon’s 
first pure lager. These are supplied to 1,000 pubs and 
restaurants across the South West of England and se¬ 
lected outlets in London and Hampshire. 

As production has increased year on year, the 19- 
acre site has evolved to house a state-of-the-art stain¬ 
less steel brewhouse, the UK’s first underground 
carbon busting eco cellar, a series of willow beds to 
naturally treat waste water on-site and new kegging 
facilities for the latest product, Tarka Lager. 

Sponsorship for the charity ball came from many of 
the company's suppliers including Simpkin Edwards, 
the NFU, Acanthus Press and Axminster Printing. Raf¬ 
fle prizes were kindly donated by landlords and from 
other friends of the brewery including the Deer Park 
Hotel, Kirker Holidays and Gidleigh Park. 

Patrick summed up by saying: “The success of the 


ball was beyond our wildest dreams. After a candlelit 
dinner under canvas, we had an 18-piece swing band 
playing on top of the hill that looks down the Luppitt 
valley above the brewery. 

"All the Otter beers were flowing and an amazing 
firework display set to the Skyfall theme brought the 
whole thing to a close somewhere around 2am. 

“Looking forward, who knows what the next 25 
years will bring for our industry? As a family-run en¬ 
terprise we’ll certainly continue to stay true to our 
roots, keep innovating and keep supporting local pubs, 
charities, music festivals and sports clubs as much as 
we possibly can. Here’s to another 25.” 


§ ’ 



■ FOUNDERS: David and Mary McCaig 


PEOPLE who regularly use rights of way in Somer¬ 
set are being invited to help keep routes open and 
accessible for all under a new adopt-a-path 
scheme. 

Somerset County Council’s rights of way team is 
interested in hearing from anyone willing to adopt a 
public footpath, bridleway, restricted byway or a 
Byway Open to All Traffic. 

Volunteers are asked to simply walk, cycle or ride 
their path as often as possible, report any problems 
to their local adopt-a-path co-ordinator, and help 
keep signs, gates and stiles clear of overgrown veg¬ 
etation. Routes for adoption could range from urban 
paths of 50m to wooded trails several miles long. 

In many parts of Somerset, local parish path liai¬ 
son officers and parish councils already carry out a 
similar role by walking paths and carrying out main¬ 
tenance. The adopt-a-path scheme looks to build on 
this. 

All adopt-a-path volunteers will be loaned equip¬ 
ment they might need such as hi-vis jackets, gloves 
and secateurs. 

Anyone can get involved in this project. You can 
check if a route you wish to adopt is a public right of 
way by checking an Ordnance Survey map or the 
Interactive Mapping at www.somerset.gov.uk/right- 
sofway. For more information, please call 0300 123 
2224, email ROWVolunteers@somerset.gov.uk or 
view the leaflet online at www.somerset.gov.uk/get- 
involved/volunteering/volunteering. 

The way to the monument 

IMPROVED signs to Wellington Monument may be 
provided following a campaign by Wellington town 
councillor John Thorne. 

At the July council meeting he presented members 
with a detailed illustrated report on the existing signs 
and where he felt improvements should be made 
on the way up to the Duke of Wellington memorial 
on the Blackdown Hills. 

It was agreed to get in touch with county highways 
about the suggested improved signage. 

National Trust officer, Flelen Sharp, who attended 
the meeting said: “We recognise our signage needs 
to be improved. We shall get in touch with the high¬ 
way authority and rights of way officer about improv¬ 
ing the signage near the entrance to the monument 
and also the little ones on the way up.” 


HONITON GOLF CLUB 

> Great Sport! 

> Great Exercise! 

> Great Way to Meet 
New Friends! 

We have a busy programme of events 
suitable for players of all standards & ages. 
Weekly Men's, Ladies, Senior and Junior 
competitions, including roll ups. 

A challenging but easy walking parkland 
course with stunning views. 

Social Events throughout the year. 

Learning to Play? 


Our Academy Membership package is the 
route to take. We can provide you with a 
fully supported professional programme. 


Short on Time? 


Our Flexible Membership can still offer 
you the benefits of being a club member. 


www.honitongolfclub.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 44422 

Membership packages on offer now! 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Church summer fete raises £ 1,500 



A» 


BRIGHT but breezy afternoon drew crowds to 
the annual summer fete of St Mary’s Church, 
^Hemyoc,k which also included a large display 
by 1st Hemyock Scout Group. 

Held in the Recreation Field, the event was opened 
by recently retired GP from the Blackdown Practice, 
Dr Donald McLintock. 

The afternoon raised around £1,500. 

Amongst all the usual stalls such as culinary delights, 
tombola, books, garden produce and bric-a-brac there 
were charity stalls supporting Musgrove Park Hospital 
League of Friends and Sam’s Legacy. Hemyock Parish 
Council also had a display and the Brownies ran a stall. 

Laughter was caused at the Spend A Penny collection 
point. St Mary’s has to raise between £40,000 and 
£50,000 to build an extension to house two toilets and 
a new boiler at the church. Three loos had been planted 
with sweet pea plants and people were asked to spend 
a penny or more by throwing money into a chamber 
pot. (Anyone wishing to support this appeal is asked 
to contact Churchwarden, David Bawler 
07773579809) 

A bouncy castle, face painting, artwork, a duck pond 
and pocket money toys found youngsters well catered 
for whilst the barbecue, and cream teas did a good 
trade. 

The Scout display, where the Union flag, Devon flag 
and Hemyock Scout flag flew proudly throughout the 
afternoon, saw a number of activities on offer including 
archery and axe throwing. Rides were also available 
on soapboxes which had been constructed by the 
Scouts and were enjoyed by many. 

■ LEFT, Jane Attlee on the garden produce 
stall, right, Louise Barton in the tea tent and 
Matt Atyeo on the Scouts archery range 




■ SKIPPER John Hurley receives a ball from Josh Allen. Steve Baird and Joe Hurley look on 
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We now have a wide range of 
hanging baskets and pots and 
colourful Summer bedding plants 


A wide choice of roses, herbs, 
dematis and climbers, trees, 

& Summer flowering perennials 


We also have Richards Aquatics, 
Winesolution Wine Shop, Sheds, 
Pet Supplies & H:0 Camne Therapy 


CAFE & TE A RQQ M 
Relax outside In the Summer Sun 
with a tasty 'Lovingtons' ice-cream 
we cook great food sll (toy ... 


On the mam A38 Taunton/Wellington 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324 
vn ww. willowtorookqardertcentre.co.uk 


♦ DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


New practice cricket net for Hemyock 


RESIDENTS may have noticed the arrival of a large 
green addition to the facilities on the Recreation Ground 
in the centre of Hemyock. 

It is the new practice net for Hemyock Cricket Club 
which has replace the ageing, smaller net, that was dis¬ 
mantled last autumn. 

The new net is 26 metres long with four metre high 
heavyweight tubular uprights, and is an imposing sight. 

Providing a safer and more attractive environment for 
players than the previous one, the new net was supplied 
by Executive Leisure of Leicester at a cost of almost 
£13,000. 

The club is very grateful for the financial assistance re¬ 


ceived in the purchase of the net. The bulk of the money 
(£11,567) was granted to the club by Viridor Credits En¬ 
vironmental Company under the Landfill Communities 
Fund. Hemyock Parish Council granted £964 from their 
TAP fund and club funds contributed the remainder. 

The new facility certainly seems to have helped the club 
improve its fortunes as it embarked on its first season in 
a higher division in the West Somerset Cricket League. 
The team have won their first eight matches and are top 
of the table by a substantial margin. 

The new net has also helped to encourage more mem¬ 
bers to join the club. 


Mirren and Crowe launch movie nights in Clayhidon 


HELEN Mirren, Russell 
Crowe, popcorn and ice 
cream will all be on the 
menu in the autumn in a 
two-night trial of Film 
Nights at Clayhidon Parish 
Hall. 

A dozen enthusiasts re¬ 
cruited by the hall commit¬ 
tee have teamed up with 
Moviola, which runs vil¬ 
lage hall film shows 
throughout the West Coun¬ 
try, to launch what they 
hope will become regular 


monthly events. 

Moviola will provide 
high quality projection and 
sound equipment. The 
local organisers choose the 
films and simply need to 
attract an audience of 
around 50 to cover costs. If 
enough people attend there 
will be further shows in 
January, February and 
March. 

The first two films - 
Woman in Gold, starring 
Helen Mirren, and The 


Water Diviner, directed by 
and starring Russell Crowe 
- were the almost unani¬ 
mous choice after watch¬ 
ing and debating 39 
trailers. 

“We chose two recently 
released films we hope 
will have the widest appeal 
in our valley, but we will 
be asking people at our 
trial nights about the kind 
of shows they would like 
to see in future,” said hall 
chairman Gareth Weekes. 


The aim is to make Film 
Nights a social event. A li¬ 
censed bar will be open for 
the sale of alcohol, soft 
drinks, ice cream, popcorn 
and nibbles. 

The first-ever major fea¬ 
ture film to be shown in the 
village will be Woman in 
Gold (certificate 12A) on 
Friday, October 9th. The 
true story of a Holocaust 
survivor’s battle to recover 
famous paintings looted 
from her family by the 
Nazis has been turned into 
a gripping courtroom 
thriller. 

The second part of the 
trial is on Friday, Novem¬ 
ber 13th, with The Water 
Diviner (certificate 15), 
Russell Crowe’s powerful 
drama about a father seek¬ 
ing to find his sons, lost 
presumed dead in the First 
World War Battle of Gal¬ 
lipoli. 

Tickets will be on sale at 
£6 per person or £20 for a 
family ticket (2 adults plus 
two children) from Lucy 
Ball, telephone 01823 
680607 or email lucy- 
b all 13 2 @ btintemet .com 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404891655 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 


Bishopswood Ladies 


THE past month has been one which started with work 
and ended with relaxation. 

Earlier in the month the group catered for a wedding 
for over 80 people held in the parish hall. This was most 
ably organised by Tricia Taylor with a sizeable team of 
helpers. The wedding party were very happy with the 
arrangements and a modest profit was made for group 
funds. 

The ramblers monthly walk took place in hot weather. 
The walk was around Ilminster, the route often following 
the course of the River lie, with a picnic lunch being eaten 
on the river’s shady bank. It finished at the home of Mary 
Pleeth, where a delicious tea, prepared by Mary and her 
family, was enjoyed. The tea was to celebrate the 30 years 
in which this rambling group, started by Mary, has been 
in existence. 

The Summer Supper was once again blessed with warm 
July sunshine in which to enjoy the pleasures of good 
food and good company in lovely surroundings. The 
committe provided delicious puddings, a range of salads 
and glasses of Pimms for the members and Rosemary 
Ward-Smith’s beautiful garden was again the setting for 
this evening gathering. The supper, for members only, is 
rapidly becoming a very welcome tradition. 

There will be no meeting in August. 


Hemyock Wl 


IN July, Hemyock WI met in Forbes Lounge for a very 
interesting evening as members had their very own ‘An¬ 
tiques Road Show’. 

With an expert from Greenslade, Taylor, Hunt,items 
which had been brought were handled and discussed. 
These varied between jewellery, watches, books and 
vases and other oddities. 

It had been decided that the competition winner would 
be the person who brought the most valuable item. 

Vilma’s vase came first, Sue’s watch second and Bar¬ 
bara’s dressing-table set came third. 


Arrangements were made for a meal at the Culm Valley 
Inn and names were taken for the visit to Otter Brewery 
which is instead of the usual monthly meeting in August. 
Lyn Taylor, the President, also made arrangements for 
the Mid Devon Show entry later in the month. 


Sampford Arundel Wl 


NINE babies in 17 years would be a feat for anyone, let 
alone someone who’s a Queen and Empress. 

Mike Crew brought the world of Victoria’s children 
into Sampford Arundel W.I. Each child had their own 
idiosyncracies, and each their own problems in growing 
up in what could be described as a dysfunctional family 
by today’s standards. 

Whilst obviously being a passionate woman, Victoria 
eschewed any sign of sexuality in her young. Because 
of the nature of their world, marriages were arranged 
with only members of royalty from other countries. 
Louise (Mike’s favourite) was the only one to break that 
rule. Sadly Vicky, the eldest child, took charge of the 
family’s papers and journals after her mother’s death, 
and obviously altered and erased them considerably. 

Most intriguing of all - why is no one allowed access 
to the royal archives from that period? 

A moving story emerged when an item for the compe¬ 
tition ‘A Victorian Toy,’ was shown. It was a toy cannon, 
that fired tiny pellets (still in the box) owned by a mem¬ 
ber’s father, and played by him as a boy. Later, in the 
first world war he fired a real cannon, surrounded by his 
fallen comrades, and put out a German gun, for which 
he was awarded the Military Cross. 

Back to the modern world. The Hampton Court trip 
was a great success. The troughs outside the village hall 
had been filled to commemorate the national WI’s Cen¬ 
tenary - the special rose is coming in November. A 
county quiz is coming up, and an August walk. Skittles 
to be arranged and another painting day. 



HEMYOCK Gardeners’ Association members during their visit to the RHS garden at Rosemoor 


JUNE was an extra interesting 
month for the Hemyock Garden¬ 
ers’ Association members as there 
were visits to the RHS garden at 
Rosemoor and a three-day weekend 
visiting gardens further afield. 

Rosemoor had wonderful roses, an 
amazing craft exhibition and a cele¬ 
bration of 150years of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’. 

Nearly 40 members and friends 
travelled to an excellent hotel in 
Swindon, stopping to visit two gar¬ 


dens en route during the garden 
weekend. 

The first was Kilver Court where 
an amazing viaduct is incorporated 
into the design of the planting. The 
next stop was at Malmsbury where 
the Abbey House Gardens were 
much admire. Here the size of some 
of the roses was truly astounding. 

The next day found the intrepid 
gardeners at Watersperry Gardens, 
near Oxford, before moving on to 
Waddeston Manor, in Bucking¬ 
hamshire. 


Here a cream tea was enjoyed as 
well as a house visit which included 
the wine cellars. 

On the homeward journey visits 
were made to Ilford Manor, followed 
by the Courts Gardens which were 
not far away and belong to the Na¬ 
tional rust. 

Some very interesting topiary was 
found here and the clearest pond you 
would find anywhere. 

The chairman, David Major, 
thanked all concerned with these 
visits. 


Calverts of Taunton 
SALE NOW ON 

Up to 45% OFF * Collins & Hayes * 
25% OFF ★ G Plan ★ Ercol ★ Parker Knoll ★ 

Massive discounts on clearance lines 

Discounts throughout the store including Stressless recliners, 
Celebrity recliners and Lift & Rise chairs, Carpets, fabrics and blinds. 

Free Delivery on Furniture & Beds within a 50 mile radius of Taunton. Car Park at rear on Canal Road. 

94- 108 Station Road,Taunton,TA1 1PD 01823 335 823 www.calvertsfurniture.co.uk 

CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Morgan’s marathon trek for charity 


A YOUNG athlete from Upot- 
tery is poised to take on her 
biggest sporting challenge yet, 
as she prepares for a gruelling 
200-mile coastal trek for char¬ 
ity. 

Morgan Davy, 15, will set 
out on the 10-day adventure 
this weekend, heading east 
along the South West Coast 
Path. 

The punishing walk, which 
stretches to a total distance of 
203 miles, begins in Penzance 
and will finish in Brixham next 
month. 

With support from her friends 
and family, as well as the local 
community, Morgan hopes to 
raise hundreds of pounds for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust. 

The charity provides essential 
support for tens of thousands of 
young people across the UK fac¬ 
ing the devastating illness. 

Morgan, who recently finished 
her GCSEs at Honiton Commu¬ 
nity College and will soon begin 
studying for her A Levels at 
Richard Huish College in 
Taunton, is already a keen ath¬ 
lete and is no stranger to the 
great outdoors. 

In 2013 she completed the 35- 
mile Ten Tors event with the col¬ 
lege, and last year stepped up to 
the gruelling 45-mile trek. 

A Duke of Edinburgh Award 
winner, Morgan is also a mem¬ 
ber of Honiton Running Club 
and Taunton Athletics Club. 

She will be tackling the walk 


by Jack Dixon 

mostly on her own, though 
friends, family - as well as her 
dog Pyper - will be joining her 
to complete short sections along 
the way. 

Morgan said she had endured 
horrendous weather during both 
of her previous Ten Tors expedi¬ 


tions but that her latest test 
would be the toughest yet. 

She added: “It’s going to be 
challenging but I’m absolutely 
determined to finish.” 

Nigel and Linda Wyatt, land¬ 
lords at the Sidmouth Arms pub, 
in Upottery, where Morgan 
works part-time as a waitress, 
said they were organising a pub 


quiz to help her fundraising ap¬ 
peal. 

Mr Wyatt said: “We will be 
supporting her all the way to the 
finish line and we hope the rest 
of the community will get be¬ 
hind her this week.” 

To contribute towards Mor¬ 
gan’s appeal, visit www.justgiv- 
ing .com/morgan-davy 



■ WORTHY CAUSE: Morgan Davy, pictured with Sidmouth Arms landlords Nigel and Linda 
Wyatt, is preparing for a 10-day charity trek along the South West Coast Path. 



Fanfare for Blackdowns Early 
Music Projects in Exeter Cathedral 


BLACKDOWNS Early Music Projects 
(BEMP) is making a return to Exeter 
Cathedral on August 31 st 2015, following 
their highly successful debut concert 
‘Grand Baroque’ held there two years ago. 

Reviews at the time were highly com¬ 
plimentary and many in the audience de¬ 
scribed it as the best concert in the 
cathedral for five years. 

Since 2004, Blackdowns Early Music 
Projects has developed a reputation for 
excellent performances of rarely per¬ 
formed and recently recovered early 
music and their next performance, Grand 
Baroque II, will be no exception, concen¬ 
trating on the work of composer and as¬ 
tonishing violinist, Heinrich Biber. He 
was renowned in the latter part of the 
Cl7th throughout Europe; in Salzburg he 
was honoured by the Emperor and Arch¬ 
bishop, which brought him opportunities 
to write splendid and extravagantly or¬ 
chestrated music for that cathedral. 

BEMP will bring some of Biber’s most 
spectacular works, never before heard in 
the South West and rarely elsewhere in 


the UK, to a similar cathedral setting in 
Exeter at 7.30 pm on August 31st. 

Talented singers from all over the UK 
and Europe will gather to perform Biber’s 
Vesperae a 32 and the glorious Missa Al¬ 
leluia a 36. 

The Musical Director is the highly-re¬ 
garded JanJoost van Elburg working to¬ 
gether with internationally renowned 
early music ispecialists, the Monteverdi 
String Band, His Majestys Sagbutts & 
Cornetts and the Altenburg Trumpet En¬ 
semble. 

Soloists invited from the country's lead¬ 
ing vocal ensembles are Sally Dunkley, 
Amy Haworth, Hannah Cooke, Paul 
Phoenix, Mark Dobell, Julian Stocker, 
Jonathan Arnold and Thomas Flint. 

Tickets are available now priced £12 - 
£25 direct from 01884 849172, or Exeter 
Cathedral Box office ( 01392 285983), 
www.blackdownsearlymusic .co .uk and 
Taunton Visitor Centre (01823 340470 - 
previously Taunton TIC - note new phone 
number, name and location - Market 
House, Fore Street, Taunton). 


Hopson Blinds Ltd Estises 

Conservatory Blind Specialist 



• PLEATED BLINDS IN A NEAT 12MM FRAME 

• LEAVES WINDOW SEALS CLUTTER FREE 

• EASILY REMOVED FOR CLEANING 

• FRAME REDUCES GAPS AND INCREASES PRIVACY 

• CHILD SAFE, NO LOOSE CORDS OR LOOPS 

• PERFECT FOR BACK DOOR AND TILT AND TURN WINDOWS 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE MEASURING FREE FITTING 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

•VENETIAN • VELUX 

• ROLLER . SOLAR POWERED 


• VERTICAL 

• PLEATED 

• ROMAN 
•ROOF BLINDS 

• PERFECT FIT 

• WOODWEAVE 

• INTU 


• DUTCH BLINDS 

• AWNINGS 
•SHUTTERS 

• GARAGE DOORS 

• REPAIRS 

• RECOVERS 


Visit our Showroom Factory 

Unit 13 Hunthay 
Business Park 
Axminster, Devon EX13 5RJ 


www.hopsonblindsltd.co.uk 


01297 33488 
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Food fayre to celebrate local producers 


THE first Blackdowns Food Fayre will take place at 
Churchinford Village Hall on Sunday, August 30th. 

This isa free event for families to attend and meet some 
of the local producers who work here in the Blackdown 
Hills. 

Organised by Ruth Marshallsay, Nick Strange and Jill 
Acheson this will be an opportunity to sample and buy 
some of the delicious produce that is available at Church¬ 
inford and District Community Shop and meet the people 
who produce it. 

Amongst the attractions will be a bee keeper (complete 
with hive), Forest Beef with their extensive range of 
quality meet produced from the long horn cattle that 
graze the Neroche trail. Highlands Farm Jams and Chut¬ 
ney, Riggles Farm who produce delicious, organic salads, 
Berehill Cheese who produce some of finest cheese in 
the West Country, Homemade with Fove with her range 
of wheat, gluten and dairy free cakes, desserts and pas¬ 
tries, to name a few. 

Focal Chef Denis Guillemin will be giving a live cook¬ 
ery demonstration using some of the produce and will 
show visitors how to prepare quick and delicious meals 
using the simplest of ingredients. His wife Patrycja is a 



■ TWO of the food fayre organisers, Nick 
Strange and Jill Acheson 

nutritionist and will give a talk on healthy eating for chil¬ 
dren. There will be a bouncy castle, colouring competi¬ 
tions and competition for the best fruit kebab all aimed 
at children, so there will be plenty for the whole family 
to enjoy. 

One of the organisers - Jill Acheson, said: “When I 
heard the village shop was planning to arrange a food fes¬ 
tival I immediately volunteered to help organise it. We 
are so lucky to have such a wide range of good local pro¬ 
ducers, who supply Churchinford and District Commu¬ 


nity shop. This event will enable the people of the Black- 
downs to come and try some of the fantastic produce we 
have on our doorstep and encourage them to use the vil¬ 
lage shop. 

“Quite a lot of the produce is only a fraction more ex¬ 
pensive than the supermarket, but far superior in quality 
and ethically produced. The little extra that is spent on a 
good quality, local product is more than compensated for 
with not having to driveto a supermarket. This is the first 
Food Fayre but I am hoping it will evolve into yearly at¬ 
traction that champions the fantastic food we have on our 
doorstep. 

“The event runs from 12 noon until 4pm but don’t feel 
you have to rush off as there will be delicious cream teas 
to follow. It will take place outdoors or in the village hall 
if wet. 

The food fayre is a fundraising event for Churchinford 
and District Community Shop and Churchinford Pre- 
School so do please come along and give us your sup¬ 
port.” 

For further information please contact Jill Acheson 
01823 421375/07749 021736. 


Day out for the family at Culm Valley Model Railway Show 


KIDS can drive their own train on the new SOFDOR 
model railway layout at Culm Valley Model Railway 
Show. 

The little blue engine and his chums will be waiting 
to be driven by children (& adults) at the seventh Model 
Railway Show on Saturday, September 19th at Willand 
Village Hall. The show will be open from 10am until 
4.30pm and tickets cost is £4 for adults and £1.50 for 
children. There is free parking and wheelchair access 
to most of the hall. 

Club members have been working hard since Christ¬ 
mas to finish a layout designed essentially for our 
younger visitors, making it double track (so they can 
race each other) and also including sidings for the older 
kids who would like to practise their skill at shunting. 


This will provide a good day out for families and will 
be great fun for visitors and club members alike. 

In his third year as exhibition manager Male Trump 
has been searching around the country to find 16 top 
quality layouts covering many gauges and not only the 
UK but also the continent. As usual most haven’t been 
seen in Mid Devon before, although some old favourites 
have been invited back at the request of visitors to pre¬ 
vious shows. 

Trade stands this year include regular Ray Heard who 
has two rooms covering top quality second-hand items 
at bargain prices in all the popular gauges, including 
overseas. The Burnham club have their private owner 
wagons covering most companies that traded by rail in 
the Devon & Somerset area. For the second year 


Keith’s Bits & Pieces from Nailsea will be here selling 
anything to do with model railways. The ‘Foco Doctor’ 
will have a new stand specialising in the latest DCC sys¬ 
tems and sounds for locos. He will of course still use 
his skills to repair or improve any troublesome locos 
you bring along. 

There will be excellent refreshments with bacon 
butties, hot dogs, pasties and sandwiches as well as tea, 
coffee and cold drinks. 

Everyone is welcome as the show is not just for en¬ 
thusiasts but also a great family day out. 

For further information about the show or the club 
visit the webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Male 
Trump on 01884 840369 or Peter Fosberry on 01884 
821811. You can also contact the club by email at 
c vmre @ hotmail .co.uk 



CHURCHSTANTON Marketeers are pictured en¬ 
tering into the fancy dress spirit at the Easter 
themed market. 


Churchstanton & District 
Village Market - costumes 

SEPTEMBER will be the time for the Churchstanton & 
District Village ‘marketeers’ to display their many tal¬ 
ents. 

In September the theme will be Alice in Wonderlandand 
marketeers will be costumed accordingly. 

So, why not pay a visit to Churchinford Village Hall, 
where Churchstanton holds its monthly indoor market. 
Buying a ticket in the raffle makes the visit worthwhile, 
not to mention the goodies on sale. For instance, the 
lucky winner of last month’s raffle took home a gammon 
joint, a chicken and a bottle of wine to enjoy. Not a bad 
return for a £1 ticket! 

The next market will take place on September 5th from 
9am to midday - everyone is welcome. 



Thursday 6th August 2015 

Celebrating 125 years 


ACTION PACKED MAIN RING 
• The Moto Stunt International Stunt Team • Dartmoor Pony Display Team 
• Little Nippers Terrier Racing Display Team 
• Grand Parade of Livestock • Alpacas, Cattle, Horses & Sheep 




(Hosts to The West of England Hound Show) 


A fantastic day out for all the family, gates open at 8.00am 

Tickets in advance just £13.50 

Secretary; Marcelle Connor, Bank House, 66a High Street, 

Honiton, Devon EX141PS 

www.honitonshow.co.uk 


DONKEY RIDES • VINTAGE TRACTORS • DOG & POULTRY SHOWS 
PROFESSOR TWISTOPHER’S PUNCH & JUDY (AS SEEN ON DOWNTON ABBEY) 


Children (Under 16) Free Entry when accompanied by an adult 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding 


FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 

The past year has seen some exciting 
developments as the AONB team and the 
wider partnership have responded creatively 
and energetically to the challenges presented 
by restrictions In spondng across the public 
sector 

I am particUarty proud of our achevement 
in securing substantial funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and local sources lor 
Blackdown Hfls Natural Futures, a three 
year protect whch wi support and nspire 
communities to better understand and care 
for the natural treasures on our doorsteps, in 
January we welcomed new Natural Futures 
start members James and Conrad We're 
delighted to have them as part of the AONB 
team and look forward to working with them 
over the next Three years 


Engaging our audiences with the AONB s 
natural and cultural heritage Is a key aim 
of the new Management Plan which we 
completed during the year. This vital 
document will guide the work of all the 
organisations which make up our Partnership 
until 2019. An enormous amount ol work 
went into <s preparation and I thank everyone 
who contnbuted therr vews and expertise 

The Management Ran is our most rnportarrt 
tool in tackling the development pressures 
on the AONB. which this year have included 
major renewable energy schemes and 
proposed mprovements to the A30/A303 
The AONB team has worked tirelessly to 
ensure thait the impacts of transport, housing 
and commercial developments on the natural 
and historic environment are minimised and 
mitigated where possible. 


Finally I would like to pay tnbute to one of 
the local countryside's staunched defenders, 
Geoffrey Swc«der, who dad this year. As 
part of the AONB Partnership. Geoffrey 
represented the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) and was a member of our 
Management Group lor many years He 
served as Vice-Chairman for six of those 
years with wisdom and integrity, and he wi 
be greatly missed. Geoffrey understood and 
championed the coexistence of vibrant rural 
communities and a healthy environment - a 
philosophy to inspre us all as we oontinue to 
care for ths unique and beautiful landscape 




air Paul Drviani 

Chairman. Btackcknvr Hitts AONB 
Partnership 



Blackdown Hills 

Area ol Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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Natural Beauty - a review of 2014-2015 



We seared a grant of £246.500 Iron the Heritage Lottery Fund for a major three year oomminlty wikJiifo 
preyed, Blackdown Hitts Natural Futures, and match funding from our local authority partners and other 
organisations. 

The new Natural Futures team was appomted and started planning the site suveys and training, rasing 
awareness of the prefect and helping local communities with ther nature projects 

Biackdowns Mela) Makers brought out ander* iron working hentaga to Me onine, in schools and at local 
events, m partnership with the Carousel Project and South West Heritage Trust, 

Along with the landowner. Natural England and other partners, we played a central role n securing the 
tuture management enjoyment and understandng of Hembury, one of the most Important hfl torts In 
Devon. 

We worked dosoly with English Heritage, the landowner and developers to ensure the important WW2 
heritage at RAF Culmhead s managed and understood as the new soter park was developed. 

We provided riput into CAP reform consultation focusing on the speoiTtc priorities for the Blackdown t-fefls 
and the needs of local farmers. 



i. . 


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 


r 4 

u 




We supported the successful appbeaton for £1,6m fencing for the new round of Making It Local, the EU 
IFADFR programme n the Blackdown Hills and Fast Devon AONBs. 

We were dosdy moved m consultations on proposed works along the A303/A30, making a strong case 
for the mmmtsafion of environmental impact wtiie improving safety and nenabiKy 

We made substantve responses to 53 planning applications and ottered planning advice on many more 
cases. Including large scale renewable energy schemes. 

We organised a planning forum for all South West AONBs and National Parks to facilitate more co- 
ordnatod regional workng 

We supported ten East Devon panshes through the Neighbourhood Planning process, helping them to 
work together and compile evidence to produce effective Plans for this special landscape. 

We supported the Blackdown Hite Pansh Network throucji a traring workshop to help local parish 
councilors better understand the AONB landscape and relevant plamng tools. 



• We organised the popular Good Life m the Blackdown Hils event m Hemyock, celebrating home produce. 


smal-scale farming and traditional land management 


• We completed the Blackdown Nils AONB Management Plan 2014-2019 which will guide the work of the 
Partnership and staff team. 

. *»* ■ ^ >■ 

• We promoted a wide programme of countryside events, helping local people and visitors to understand 

-.JLBI ft w 

and enjoy the AONB through wa*s. workshops, practical volunteering and outdoor activities 

7 J 

• We engaged with a social meda audience oi over 2000 people, providng a ively and up to date source of 


news and conversation about the AONB. 


j\ r 




www.blackdownhillsaonb.org. uk 
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Barleymow's Maize 
Maze & Activity Field 

ONCE again Barleymow's Maize Maze and Activity Field opens its gates for tra¬ 
ditional outdoor family fun without a television or computer in sight! The activity 
field lets both children and parents enjoy messing about together but, because 
of its open layout, equally allows you to watch the kids run free whilst you sit 
back relax, enjoy the fantastic views and maybe a cream tea! Activities include 
the straw mountain with tunnels and slides, trampolines, sandpit, ball games, 
zip wire, pedal go carts, skittles, giant draughts and barrel train rides, wellie- 
wanging not to mention the prize draw quiz which runs through the maize 
maze. Season tickets are available which mean after your second visit all further 
visits are free. Also look out for our new ice cream shack serving creamy jersey 
milk ice creams and very naughty sundaes! As usual the licensed restaurant will 
be open until 5pm serv¬ 
ing all day breakfasts, 
hot & cold lunches, 
snacks and cream teas. 

The Farm Shop stays 
open until 6pm just in 
time to grab something 
to take home for the 
BBQ! The Maize Maze is 
open from Saturday 
18th July until Monday 
31st August 9.30am - 
5pm (last entry at 4pm). 

Contact us for more de¬ 
tails on 01460 62130 - 
wwwbarleymows- 
farmshop.co.uk. 



Melplash Agricultural Society plans for 
another great day out at The Melplash Show 


PLANNING is well underway for this year's Melplash Agricultural Show 
on Thursday 27 August. The team is building on the success of last year 
and is busy putting the finishing touches to what is going to be another 
fun-filled day celebrating the best of rural life by the sea. 

With farming and agriculture at the heart of the Show it gives everyone 
who attends the opportunity to enjoy the riches of rural life. The finest 
cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, donkeys, horses, as well as farm produce, rural 
crafts, horticulture and handicrafts from the local area will be on show. 
And new this year is the Discover Farming trail - a must for all families 
who are interested in learning more about food production and farming. 
By following the trail around the show ground visitors will be given a real 
insight into farming life and food production, and in the new dedicated 
Discover Farming Marquee children of all ages will be able to get hands 
on experience of a variety of'Farm to Food'activities. 

The main attraction in theToolstation main ring this year, where enter¬ 
tainment will be happening throughout the day, is the Royal Air Force 



Falcons, the UK's premier parachute display team. They will be perform¬ 
ing their unique and colourful aerial display and hopefully if conditions 
are right their famous 11 -person non-contact canopy stack display rou¬ 
tine. 

All the favourites are back too, including the popular countryside arena 
where spectators can watch gun dogs, hawk displays, ferret racing and 
even get their own dog involved in the terrier racing. 

"With trade stands selling well, and the Food Hall already full, every¬ 
thing is on schedule for another fantastic day,"said Show Secretary, Lucy 
Hart. 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Sat 18th JULY to Mon 31st AUG 2015 
9.30am - 5pm (Last Entry 4pm) 

FARM SHOP & RESTAURANT 
8.30am - 5pm (all year round) 

Just 1 /2 mile west of Chard on the A30 follow the yellow signs 

Tel: 01460 62130 www.barleymowsfarmshop.co.uk 



0rom e FALCONS 


/MR FORCE rn LV.U IH J 

Parachute Display Team 


On the day: Adults £14 - Advance tickets: Adults £12 
Children Go Free!*, Free Bust, Free Parking 
Advance tickets available on-line at www.melplashshow.co.uk 

*if accompanied by an adult t Free Bus from Lyme Regis, Charmouth, Chideock & Bridport 
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Forde Abbey & Gardens 

FORDE ABBEY is a hidden gem well worth discovering. On the Somerset-Dorset 
border, not far from Chard, it offers a wonderful day out. Delicious home-made 
food in the medieval vaulted Tearoom should not be missed, and there's a well- 
stocked Gift Shop ideal for presents - or for treating yourself! 



To advertise in View from 
the Blackdowns 
contact Alex Phryce-Jones 
alex@tindlenews.co.uk 


Feme Animal Sanctuary 



Feme this summer to enter the magical world of 
fairies & pixies. Enjoy a walk thorugh our enchanted 
woodland & see all our fairy doors. Leave a messag< 
fairies on the wishing tree. Bring you own home made fairy 
door & we will ad it to our woodland & enter you in our 
competition to win a bag of fairy goodies. Come dressed 
your favourite fairy to win a spot prize. WV • 

see website for details 
www.fearneanimalsanctuary.org 



If you would like to place an advert 
please email: alex@tindlenews.co.uk 


Blackdown Hills Natural Futures 

Wildlife Discovery Day 

FAMILIES in the Blackdown Hills can connect with nature this summer at an ex¬ 
citing Wildlife Discovery Day at Otterhead Lakes on Saturday 15th August. The 
free event is being organised by the Blackdown Hills Natural Futures team to 
give everyone the chance to meet the creatures that live at this beautiful site. 
From 1 pm-5pm there will be fun, family-friendly wildlife activities, and at 8pm 
there will be a bat and moth walk.Throughout the day, local wildlife experts will 
be on hand to help children and adults hunt for birds, butterflies, reptiles and 
river-dwelling mini-beasts.There will be a nature treasure hunt and homemade 
cake and refreshments will be on offer. For full event details, visit the website at 
www.blackdownhillsnaturalfutures.org 
The Blackdown Hills Natural Futures project is being run by the Blackdown Hills 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) team for the next three years. This 
summer, the project is giving trainee ecologists and volunteers the chance to 
get involved in extensive survey work, and local people can take part in a 
packed programme of events and activities. The project team also is working 
closely with schools and communities to get new nature projects established 
to discover, protect and celebrate our local wildlife. To find out more about get¬ 
ting involved, visit the website. 


ft* FORDE ABBEY & GARDENS 



Events all-year-round include : 

4 th August: Hamlet, presented by 
Folksy Theatre in the gardens, as you’ve 
never seen it before! 

30 th & 31 st August: Giant Games on 
the lawn, for children and for the young-at- 
heart. 

24 th September: Classical music 
concert in the Great Hall. 



England’s oldest 
Shetland pony 


30 acres of award-winning gardens surround a 900-year 
old former Cistercian abbey, now a friendly family home 
open to the public. Children under 15 benefit from free 
entry, and there are special Trails around the gardens 
and house to keep them amused. 

Tearoom * Shop* Plant Nursery * Pottery 
Free parking * Disabled access * Dogs welcome 


www.fordeabbey.co.uk 

4m SE Chard TA20 4LU 01460 221290 info@fordeabbey.co.uk 
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FREE ACTIVITIES 3* 

AT OTTERHEAD LAKES gf 

WILDLIFE 

DISCOVERY DAY 


SAT I5TH AUG 2015 

Meet the wildlife of Otterhead Lakes 
nature reserve in the Blackdown Hills 


... 


\jMT 


lpm - 5pm 

• Look for birds, butterflies, bugs 
and reptiles 

• Learn about plants, wildflowers 
and moths 

• Search the river for mini-beasts 
(bring wellies!) 

• FoLLow the nature trail 
treasure hunt 

• Cakes and refreshments 


8pm - 10pm! 

Bat walk and moth trapping. Bring a 
torch and stout footwear. 

Otterhead Lakes, TA3 7EE 

Follow the event signs from the B3170 
near Otterford. 


heritage 1 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


V 
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• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 



Roofing 




Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
~ Now offering Solar Panel Installation 

EMAIL ambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 


IW 


Gardens 



ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 


from Devon 


Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 


Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 
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Gardens 


Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 


✓ Surveys/Reports / Rillarriing 

/ Plant inn / Crown Reshaping 

y Pruning / Thinning 

y telling / Stumpgrinding 

y Fully Insured 

Apfutxtd Cunfraitin of lAr ArbMifultwol Assoaiilt/tu 

✓ 24 Hr Call Out / Estate Management 



L: rncjui: 



462«I72 M: 07831 10841% 

uk W vtMH.artinni Mrr. 

TA4 1 


. 


Furniture & Joinery 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
ww w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 



Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
•O t Joinery. Please Visit 
i, rL ? My Website To See d 
^ My Extensive Portfolio. r 


Peter Cooper 


Tel: 07960 SB9734 

•-mail: pe lw 41 why h notamod.com 



Set Build / Carpentry f joinery 
Harcfcvood Flooring/ Fumrture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchen* / Shopfittng 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 
on 

alex@tindle 

news.co.uk 



Arlairs wr (jtj 


& WwK Indian Sto* 


or on 

01297 35750 


2jfr £19 ^9 

01297 320021 
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Wellington Motors 
4wd Centre 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


t V\t dlfftYtMt' 


Now the Summer market-place is here we urgently require quality homes 
in your region for buyers relocating from all areas of the UK, especially 

from London & the Home Counties. 

If you are considering a move, now is an excellent time to 
show your property & gardens at their best. 

FREE VALUATIONS OFFERED WITHOUT 
OBLIGATION & DISCRETION ASSURED. 


01823 252 500 


Many sales being arranged extremely discretely through our excellent 
database of motivated cash & relocating buyers. No need to show dozens 
of buyers around - these buyers can act quickly & without fuss. 



Churchinford £257,500 Beercrocombe £399,950 


A charming detached bungalow situated a few minutes' walk from the popular village centre of Churchinford some 8 A detached four bedroomed family cottage located in this popular village around 8 miles from Taunton centre. The 

miles south of Taunton in Somerset. The property has three well-proportioned bedrooms with a family bathroom, very well-presented family accommodation sits on an excellent wide plot and backs directly onto farmland. Views to 

The living room is double aspect and offers a through lounge/ dining room arrangement. There is a modern kitchen the Blackdown Hills across fields. Accommodation comprising: Ent Porch, Living Room, Study, 28ft Conservatory, 

and garage. The gardens are a real feature and have been beautifully designed and presented along with the interior Snug, Kitchen Breakfast Room, Utility Porch & Ground Floor bathroom, Four bedrooms and a family bathroom. There 

decor of the home. The property is highly recommended and in our opinion, is in "move in" condition. is a detached oak framed garage with side log store. 


RODGERS 


Town and Country Home Specialists 
South West Office Taunton 18 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1UB 


01823 252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 

e sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS • MORTGAGES . VALUERS . COMMERCIAL • LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN 



A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Derbyshire’s we recognise that village and rural properties require specialist marketing, and have a department which 
just specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlets between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recently 
described by Marcus Whewell, CEO of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as “uniquely filling the gap between where the High 

Street Agents finish and the Country House boys begin”. 



South Petherton - £550,000 


** Equestrian Property** A charming detached barn 
conversion in the picturesque hamlet of Compton 
Durville, 1 mile from the town of South Petherton. 
Entrance hall/Dining room, sitting room with wood 
burner, kitchen/breakfast room with Aga, utility 
room, master bedroom suite, 2 further double 
bedrooms, bathroom, garage, 2 stables, menage, 
gardens and paddocks totalling 2.37 acres. EPC D. 



Combe St Nicholas- £339,950 


A delightful detached 16th Century thatched cottage 
on the edge of this favoured village. Comprises : 
three bedrooms, lounge, dining room, drawing room, 
kitchen / breakfast room, bathroom, gardens, garage 
and parking. Oil fired central heating. Benefits from 
planning permission to extend creating a four 
bedroom and a master en-suite. EPC F. 



Chaffcombe- £525,000 


A detached barn conversion. Comprises: master 
bedroom overlooking the gardens, master en-suite, 
guest room with guest en-suite, two further 
bedrooms, bathroom, lounge, kitchen/breakfast 
room, dining room, utility room, cloakroom, 
conservatory, car port for 3 cars, ample parking and 
gardens just over an acre. The property benefits from 
oil-fired central heating and double glazing. 


Chardstock- £375,000 


A spacious detached bungalow and substantial stone 
built barn, with further outbuildings. Bungalow 
accommodation: three double bedrooms, bathroom, 
lounge, dining room, kitchen/breakfast room, 
spacious entrance hall. Stone built barn (54' x 16'4), 
Workshop ( 27'1 by 15'4) with pit and office. Double 
detached garage (24'1 x 17'1). Detached garage, 
ample parking and gardens surrounding the plot. 




Tatworth, Chard- £295,000 


An detached house with no onward chain in the 
village of South Chard. Comprises : 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, study, lounge, kitchen/breakfast room, 
utility area, dining room, cloakroom, porch, entrance 
hall, side porch, garage, parking, large garden. 
Requires updating, but benefits from partly upvc 
double glazing and central heating. 


Hewood, Thorncombe£179,950 


A charming 1 bedroom Grade 2 listed cottage in the 
exclusive hamlet of Hewood near Thorncombe. The 
property has been run as a successful holiday let for a 
number of years prior to coming on the market. 
Comprises: Entrance porch, sitting room/dining 
room, kitchen, 1 bedroom, bathroom with bath and 
shower above, garden, outside store and parking. 


London Property Exhibitions 


As members of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, our properties are marketed through the Guild’s prestigious offices in Park Lane London throughout the 
year. However in addition we hold regular Somerset Property Exhibitions during which we completely take over and staff the Guild’s offices. This provides us with 
a unique opportunity to sit down with London Buyers and discuss their individual requirements, effectively taking our property portfolio to London. 


Derbyshire’s 


•ayr and 2 win/iy ► 

If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


ihtmovel 


(@ PrimeLocation cc 


www.derbyshires.net 
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www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 


134 High Street, Honiton, Devon. EX14 1JP - 01404 42436 - 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF KINGS STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE 

RROWSEATYOUR LEISURE 

HOME SELECTION SERVICE ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRSCARPETS AND VINYLS 

WE FREE DELIVER GOODS OVER £150. WITHIN A 25 MILE RADIUS. 


BESTS 

OF HONITON 


FREE ESTIMATES 1 
WE CAN MOVE FURNITURE 
. WE CAN DISPOSE OF OLD 
I WE CAN EASE DOORS 


CLEARANCE LINES: 

SIENA EXTENDING OAK DINING TABLE WAS £699 NOW £199 
3' AAMIRA MATTRESS WAS £189J\IQW £89 
2'C" ADJUSTABLE MATTRESS WAS £400 NOW £99 
RELAX CHARLBURY FIRESIDE CHAIR WAS £368 NOW £299 
SHERBORNE WINDSOR LIFT & RISE WAS £838 NOW £599 
3' CAMEO HEADBOARD RRP £88 =1 £30 
MAHOGANY CD RACK WAS £195 NOW £97 
TEAK BOOKCASE WAS £340 NOW £170 
RELAX JENNY CHAIR WAS £399 NOW 265 
SHERBORNE FIRESIDE CHAIR WAS £508 NOW £339 
TEAK AUDIO VISUAL UNIT WAS £428 NOW 285 






PETS 


HARRISON’S I 
__ NATURAL 


LOR 


DT 


A 


G 
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CONDITIONS APPLY IN STORE 


DREAMWORKS SOFAS AND 
SOFAREDS 

LUXURY FIBRE FILL CUSHIONS & 
POCKET SPRUNG MATTRESS 
CHAIR £387 

SOFA FROM £699 - SOFA BED £935 

DUCHESS BEDSTEAD 
3' SIZE £170 


Any width 
Any length 
Any Height 


Even a choice 
of firmness 


SHERBORNE IYNTON AND ASHFORD 
SOITES WERE £1579 NOW £1394 

Suite prices are quoted for a sofa and 2 chairs in a 
large choice of fabric covers, leathers are available 
also recliners & 3 seater sofas, all in a choice of sizes 
for optimum support and comfort. 
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FIRESIDE CHAIRS FROM £199. 
ACCENT/BEDROOM CHAIRS FROM £152 
CAMBORNE SOFAS FROM £395 

CARE RECLINERS FROM £5 


lAi ii it 




The Pearl 6000 — Luxurious comfort from using the finest 
natural materials combined with innovative design and 
the latest technology ensure the ultimate sleeping 
experience. 

During our sale the entire 
range of Harrisons Beds are 
reduced in price, for example 
a 5' Pearl 6000 divan set with 
4 drawers has a SSP of £1539 

OUR PRICE IS £1173 


KING £235 


BEDS, MATTRESSES & BEDSTEADS 






NOW AT SALE PRICES 

ADULT MATTRESSES FROM £94 
BEDS FROM £160 
BEDSTEADS FROM £129 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
FROM £589 VAT EXEMPT 
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BEAUTIFUL PINE BEDRO 

ALL AT 10% 

ri& 


NINGfuRNITURE 
Irmal PRICES 


HIGH QUALITY SOLID 
HARDWOOD HANDMADE 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE - 
BEAUTIFUL AND FUNCTIONAL 
AT SALE PRICES 


SUTCLIFFE FINE FURNITURE TEAK, MAHOGANY AND WILD CHERRY 
25% OFF RRP - NATIONWIDE DELIUERY. 




• * * 
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All items subject to availability 





















